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of the Memlooks, was sent to Salihiyyeh to obtain intelligence,
and he started at once.

On Sunday, the 4th, this terrible incident occurred : The
Sultan went to the Maidan and was joined by the Amirs and
troops. Suddenly a great clamour arose in Rumailah, and the
report was spread that Ibn 'Othman's army had arrived at
Raidaniyyeh. Then the Sultan said : :' How many times have
you been ordered to march off on the expedition, and have been
unwilling to go ; go out now and meet Ibn 'Othman ! " So
the troops armed themselves and marched off; and there was
a horrible clamour in Cairo, and people stored away their
clothing in secret places. In the midst of all this confusion,
[87] the troops mounted and proceeded to Raidaniyyeh,
but finding that the Turks were not there, they returned
to their homes, after Cairo had been convulsed and people
had made up their minds to hide in the cemeteries. It
then appeared that a party of Arabs had come down from
the hills to Raidaniyyeh, and a man who saw them at
a distance reported that they were Turks, and this false report
was published in Cairo. To-day the Sultan released Amir
Kansuh al-Ashrafi, formerly Governor of Aleppo, who had
surrendered the citadel without resistance (p. 73).
*****

On Monday, the 5th, the remnant of the Amirs and troops
who had been defeated at Gaza by Ibn 'Othman returned to
Cairo. Among them was Jan Bird! al-Ghazali and Erzamak
al-Nashif, and certain subordinate Amirs. They arrived in
the most pitiable state, the plunder and slaughter had been
worse than before. Some of the imperial Memlooks came back
on donkeys, some on camels, all having been deprived of
uniforms, horses, and arms.

None survived, in fact, but a few for whom fate had so
decreed. They said that some of Ibn 'Othman's troops
were armed with hooks on their lances, with which they
dragged the rider from his horse, and threw him on the
ground. Jan BirdI said that he was thus thrown down,